






















Thank you very much for your interest in the international symposium the History of 
Civilization Sciences in Islam  organized by Ibn Haldun University in the honor of the late 
Professor Fuat Sezgin.  Your paper based on your abstract, titled The Formation of History 
as a Discipline during Early Islamic History has been accepted by the Steering 
Committee. As announced earlier, the Symposium will take place in Istanbul between 20-21 




The Committee now kindly invites you to submit your full paper and PowerPoint 
presentation. Please be informed that the paper should be at least 3000 words with keywords, 
Times Roman 10pt, and single-spaced. The papers will be published in an edited book after a 
review process. Your presentation will stay within the 15 minutes limit. Should you have any 













Recep Şentürk, PhD 
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The Formation of History as a 
Discipline during Early Islamic 
History
Elmira Akhmetova
International Islamic University Malaysia
“ “Islam is the only major religion of the history of mankind which was born and 
flourished under the light of history, and 
Muslims are a people with a strong sense 
of history, yet, ironically enough, the 
Islamic history is perhaps the most 
confused, much-discussed and less-
understood among the histories of world 
religious communities.”



















1. Islam and Historical 
Consciousness
Tarikh
Writing of history 
started from the early 
days of Islamic 
civilization and 
developed very fast as a 
scientific discipline with 
a sound methodology of 
data collection, analysis 
and interpretation

























others to rule 
better
• Proud of 
ancestors
• Having an 



















Sources such as 
AyyamAl-’Arab
 Tribal proud and 
property
 Soon maghazi and 




2. THE QUR’ANIC CONCEPT OF HISTORY
The Qur’anic 
Concept
sees the past of mankind 
as a continuous line of 
Prophethood and human 
history with the rise and 
fall of nations and 
communities related to 
faith and Man’s 
behaviour
The Qur’anic Concept of History 
Revealed Books as sources of history
Range and scope of past from the 
first humanbeing
Continuous renewal of fixed values  
(Islah and Tajdid)
History of mankind and as lessons and 
moral exhortations to the believers
8
3. Emergence of History as a Discipline
Earlier
there was no clear concept of 
history or methodology of history 
writing at the time of birth of 
Islam despite of having many 
historical tales like Ayyam Al-
Arab
Soon, two main perspectives 






history with an 
attention to the 
Mission of the 
Prophet  PBUH
Sirah Books emerged 
Through clear isnad
system as 
methodology by the 
end of 1st century Hijri
Perspective of 
Tribal History
Writing history focused 
on tribal activities as 
a continuation of pre-
Islamic history 
perspective
Kufa and Basra 
emerged as main 











•Response to the 
Letters of Umayyad 
caliph Al-Walid on 
mission of the Prophet
•Laid foundations to 














Emergence of maghazi and sirah style
Isnad methodology from the most 
trustworthy rawi
Both were hadith scholars
Wahb ibn Munabbih
(d. 110) 
Founder of Yemeni School 
"akhbari and teller of tales” 
(Al-Hamawi)
Was criticized for bringing 
controversy to historical 
accounts 
Mubtada: Qisas al-Anbiyah
(Beginning: Stories of the 
Prophets) and Kitab al-Tijan


























(d.282), Ibn Qutayba (d 270) 
and al-Tabari (d 310) with 
main historical concepts 
such as the unity and 
continuity of the experiences 
of the ummah, and the 
universal vision of history
Iraqi School 
Style
•Direct Continuation of Ayyam tales and Accounts 
of genealogies




•first historians in the tribal perspective such as Abu 
Mikhnaf (d. 157H), ‘Awana ibn al-Hakam (d. 147H)
•Tribal perspective with interest in Islamic affairs
Scope
•Genealogical studies started
•By the end of 3rd century, great historians 
emerged 
•Universal vision of history emerged
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Muslims as a 
discipline was 











You can find me at:
▪ elmira@iium.edu.my
